Commentary

ed; but he is not to be let off so easily (See Introduction
page 32). Mary is left alone, disconsolate but under-
standing, at the end of the play, and faces the drear
possibility of life as a female don, so vividly described by
Agatha (II. iii. 6-9). She asks Agatha to help her to
become one, though she fears it is now too late (II. iii.
120-23). She is the most sympathetic character in the
play, thanks to the compassion her uncomplaining love
arouses in the audience.
Line 57. And even when she died

That is, when Harry's wife died.
Line 61, lam the only one who ever met her

See note on I. i. 164, p. 187.
Line 63.1 was sorry for her

For Harry's wife.
Like 68. What he did to himself

He injured himself by marrying a woman unsuited to
him, whom he did not love. He married her to escape Amy
and her plots for his future, particularly (perhaps) her
plot to marry him to Mary. This was bitter for Mary and
helps us to understand why she now knows she must leave
Wishwood at last (line 70). She cannot face being in the
same house as a man she loved who cared so little for her.
Agatha tells her not to run away (line 74). Her courage,
she tells her, is no more than fear and pride.
Line 80. The decision will be made by powers beyond us

Agatha has the intuition to sense that Harry is in the
grip of a supernatural experience.

Lines 119-20. But I thought I might escape from one life to
another',
And it may be all one life> with no escape.

Harry has returned hoping to find safety in the simple,

substantial life of the happy moments of his Wishwood

childhood, and to escape from the shadows of guilt and the

contaminated world; but perhaps (he says) these two
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